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as of 
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USA Dance, 
Represented by its President, Lydia Scardina, and its VP of 
Dancesport, Ken Richards 

- Appellant - 
vs 

IDSF 
Represented by its Sports Director, Marco Sietas 
 

- Appellee - 
reg 

 
The Participation of Errol Williamson & Vashti Reed in the  

IDSF World Youth Ten Dance Championships 
in Kishinev/Moldova on 30 April 2011 

as representatives of the USA 
_____________ 

 
 
1. The Appeal of USA Dance as Appellant against the decision of the IDSF 

Sports Director is rejected and the decision of the IDSF Sports Director 
remains in force. 
 

2. Erroll Williamson & Vashti Reed are not eligible to enter the IDSF World 
Youth Ten Dance Championships in Kishinev/Moldova on 30 April 2011 
representing the USA. 
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Reasons for the Decision 
 
1. Facts of the Case 
 

1.1. Errol Williamson represented Denmark in the European Youth 10 Dance 
Championships on 4.12.2010 in Randers/Denmark. He danced with 
Christine Thomsen and according to the respective results published on 
the IDSF Webpage they ended 3. 

 
1.2. After the above-mentioned Championship, the couple split and Errol 

Williamson partnered with Vashti Reed to represent the USA in future. 
 

1.3. The question arose and was submitted to the IDSF Sports Director 
whether or not the newly formed couple was eligible to enter the IDSF 
World Youth Ten Dance Championships on 30.04.2011 in 
Kishinev/Moldova, now representing the USA. 
 

 
2. Considerations 
 

2.1. Rule 13 (2.3) of the IDSF Competition Rules in force and as published on 
the IDSF Webpage states: 

“A competitor having represented one country in any IDSF Championship 
or any IDSF Cup is not permitted to represent another country in any IDSF 
Championship or IDSF Cup competition until a period of 12 months has 
elapsed since the last representation.” 
 

2.2. Rule 13 (2.4) of the IDSF Competition Rules in force and as published on 
the IDSF Webpage states: 

“A competitor having represented one country in any IDSF World Ranking 
Tournament or any Open Competitions governed by other rules is not 
permitted to represent another country in any IDSF World Ranking 
Tournament until a period of eight (8) months has elapsed, except when 
the competitor has received consent in writing to the change in 
representation from each of the two relevant IDSF Members, and then the 
competitor may immediately represent the new country….” 
 

2.3. The IDSF Disciplinary Council’s Chamber in Charge consisting of Erich 
Staeldi/Switzerland (Chair), Lars Wallin (Sweden) and Hermann Götz 
(Austria) unanimously come to the conclusion that in the present 
circumstances only Rule 13 (2.3) can be applied as it relates to the eligibility of 
entering IDSF Championships and Cups.  
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2.4. The possibility of eliminating the foreseen period of ineligibility (8 months) if in 
consent with the involved IDSF Member Federations only forms a part of Rule 
13 (2.4) and is applicable to IDSF World Ranking Tournaments and any Open 
Competitions only, but cannot be applied for IDSF Championships or IDSF 
Cups. 

 
2.5. The Chamber in Charge does not follow the Appellant’s argument that the 

respective rules are written in “confusing language” nor that the two involved 
IDSF Member Federations are in the position to eliminate the period of 
ineligibility with regard to IDSF Championshps and IDSF Cups as well. 
 

2.6. The Chamber in Charge does not support the Appellant’s argument that the 
IDSF Sports Director in his first email reply dated 30.03.2011 gave 
authorization to apply an exception, although it understands that there is room 
for misinterpretation of the response, if only the first paragraph is read, which 
mentions an “agreement between both countries”. However, the IDSF Sports 
Director provided the requester with the full text of the applicable rules for 
IDSF Championships and IDSF Cups as well as IDSF World Ranking 
Tournaments and Open Competitions. 

 
2.7. Even in the hypothetical case in which the IDSF Sports Director would have 

authorized such an exception in his first response, which is disputed, the couple 
would not be eligible to enter the World Championships as Rule 13 (2.3) of the 
IDSF Competition Rules is absolute and binding not only for the IDSF Member 
Bodies and its athletes but also for the IDSF Sports Director, i.e. he does have 
the power and competence to grant such an exception. 

 
 
3. Appeal 

 
3.1. According to Art. 11 of the IDSF Disciplinary Council Code, decisions rendered 

by the IDSF Disciplinary Council in its role as second instance (instance of 
appeal) are final and binding and are not subject to any further appeal. 
 

 
Münchenbuchsee (Switzerland), 30 April 2011 
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Lars Wallin                         Hermann Götz 


